ENG 4850 001: Postcolonial and Third World Lit by Bredesen, Dagni
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
Fall 2017 2017
Fall 8-15-2017
ENG 4850 001: Postcolonial and Third World Lit
Dagni Bredesen
Eastern Illinois University
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2017
Part of the English Language and Literature Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2017 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fall 2017 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Bredesen, Dagni, "ENG 4850 001: Postcolonial and Third World Lit" (2017). Fall 2017. 71.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2017/71
Engl 4850-001- Postcolonial & Third World Literature: "Post-Apartheid South African Literature" 
Fall Semester 2017 
Dr.DagniBredesen 
Contact number: 217-549-43 5 5 
Email: dabredesen@eiu.edu 
Office: CH 3751 
Office Hours: Mon: 3:00-4:30 pm, Tu/Th 10:30 am-12.00pm, 
or by appointment 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This class considers many issues that pertain to the term "Third World 
Literature" by way of a focused investigation of South African narratives and negotiations. Most of what 
we will read and discuss has been produced since 1994, that is, after the overthrow of a system of 
legislated racism known as "apartheid." Following an introductory couple of weeks where we will probe 
the mind of British colonialism in South Africa through an adventure story and excerpts from sensational 
journalism and a woman explorer's memoir, we will take a planned dive into the year 1993 and attempt 
to reproduce the negotiations that led up to the first democratic elections with each student taking on an 
assigned role. This plunge into the past will prepare us for the novels and films we will examine in second 
half of the semester. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: This course is intended to help students gain familiarity with diverse literatures of 
the world--to move beyond the Western canon to read, understand, and enjoy texts produced in and 
reflective of diverse cultures. English 4850 is a writing-intensive course, intended to enable motivated 
students improve their written expression, as well as reading comprehension, critical thinking, and 
oral expression. 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS: This is a seminar style, discussion driven class that requires that students be 
punctual, present, prepared and engaged with reading materials, classroom activities, presentations and 
written work. 
TEXTS: Ashcroft, Griffiths and Tiffin. Post-Colonial Studies: The Key Concepts 
Clark & Worger, South Africa: The Rise an d Fall of Apartheid (2nd Edition) 
Eby & Morton, The Collapse of Apartheid and the Dawn of Democracy in South Africa, 1993 
Coetzee, J.M.pisgrace 
Krog, Antjie . :country of My Skull 
Matlwa, Kopano. Coconut 
TEXTS continued: Mda, Zakes. Madonna of Excelsior 
Noah, Trevor. Born a Crime 
Marlene van Niekerk's Triomf 
Handouts and readings on D2L 
GRADE DISTRIBUTION 
Participation in Non-game class sessions 
Includes in-class writing as well as meaningful contributions to discussion. 10% 
Written Communication 
Includes 1-four page essay on Madonna of Excelsior, 
a film review and a final 8-10 page research-
based paper or approved equivalent project. 
RTTP Participation and writing 
Quizzes (in lieu of midterm exam) 
Oral Communication 
Includes up to three presentations 
*If you have reservations about either please see me. 
Final Exam: 
25% 
20% 
10% 
20% 
15% 
STUDENTS WITH DOCUMENTED DISABILITIES: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodation, please note that arrangements must be made through the Office of Disability Services; you should, 
therefore, contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
CLASS SCHEDULE, TOPICS, ASSIGNMENTS, AND KEY CONCEPTS 
DATE READINGS/ ACTIVITY I ASSIGNMENT KEY CONCEPTS 
*DUE DATES 
22 Introductions to class, to each 
Orientations Due 08/24: Read Excerpts other, to the subject and our "Binarism" 
from Henry Morton Stanley first texts. 
and Mary Kingsley; the first 
five chapters of King Quiz 1 
Solomon's Mines; 
Excerpt from Anne Jan van der Straet's 
Mcclintock' s Imperial America. 
Leather on KSM 
Familiarize yourself with Key 
Concepts 
24 Due 08/29 Noah, Born a Discuss assigned readings and "Colonialism,"; "Empire"; 
The Lay of Crime Part I. Key Concepts "Exploration and Travel"; 
the Land: "Imperialism";"Cartography" 
Africa's Dark Map Exercise "Contrapuntal Reading" 
Continent as "Savage/Civilized" 
Virgin Introduce Born a Crime 
Territory. 
29 Due 08/31 Born a Crime Part Quiz 2 "Miscegenation" 
IL "A artheid" 
31 Due 09/05 Born a Crime Personal vs Public History 
Part III. 
5 
Deep Dive 
12 
14 
19 
21 
26 
28 
3 
5 
10 
12 
17 
19 
And Clark & Worger 
"Setting the Scene: 
Introduction and Historical 
1-34. 
Assignment for 09/12: Mini­
Lesson Plan "How would you 
teach the concept and/or history 
of Apartheid to gth Graders?" 
Submit to D2L by noon 09/12. 
_..;..._..;....;;;;_. .,,,..��IJ�JEJ�JJJIJJ��±±J�J�JIJ�±IJ 
Due 09/07: C&W "Analysis: 
The Basis of Apartheid" pp 
35-66. 
Due 09/12: C& W "Analysis: 
Growing Contradictions" pp 
67-93. 
Due 09/14: C&W "Analysis: 
The Collapse of Apartheid" 
pp 94-120. 
Finish discussion of Born a 
Crime. 
Discuss Clark and W orger 
Quiz 3 
Discuss Reading and prepare 
presentations 
1 O" presentations 
Introduction to Reacting to the 
Past "The Collapse of 
Apartheid and the Dawn of 
Democracy." 
RTTP week One 
RTTP week One 
RTTP week Two 
RTTP week Two 
RTTP week Three 
RTTP week Three 
Due 10/10 Paper 1 : Reflections 
onRTTP 
Due 10/12: C&W "The RTTP debriefing 
Legacy of Apartheid" pp 121-
132 
Madonna of Excelsior ch 1-3 
Due 10/17: ME 4-18 
Due 10/19: ME 19-28 
Due 10/24: ME 29-35 
Bring Triomf to class on 
Finish debriefing Intro to 
Madonna of Excelsior. Intro to 
Bending History Essay Due: 
10/26 
Discuss Reading 
Discuss Reading. 
In Class Debate 
"Aboriginal/Indigenous 
Peoples" "Colonial Desire" 
"Double Colonization" 
"Creole" "Creolization: 
"Mulatto" "Mestizo" 
24 
26 
31 
2 
7 
9 
14 
16 
28 
30 
5 
7 
11 
Due 10/26: Triomf ch 1-6 
Bending History Essay 
Due 10/31: Triomf ch 7-14 
This Week: Paper 
conferences with Dr. B. 
Revisions Due 11/09 
Due 11102 Triomf ch 15-19 
Due 11107: Triomf ch 20-21 
Due 11/09: Bring Country of 
My Skull to class. 
Due 11114: Country of My 
Skull ch 1-8 
Due 11/16: CMS ch 9-17 
Finish discussion of ME. 
Introduce Triomfby way of Die 
Antwoord 
Midterm Prep Sheet: 
Bending History Paper Due 
Today! 
In-class Assessment 
Triomf "The Volksmoeder" 
Midterm 
W/Th: Individual Student 
Conferences with Dr. B. 
Revisions Due 11/09 
Triomf 
Finish discussing Triomf 
Quiz 4a 
Introduce Country of My Skull 
Final Pro· ects 
Due Today: Revised Bending 
History Paper 
Watch: Long Night's Journey into 
Da 
Quiz 4b 
Discuss LNJD Introduce: Final 
Projects 
Wrap up discussion of Country of 
My Skull introduce Coconut 
Coconut 
Coconut 
Final Exam Sheet Distributed 
Final Project Presentations 
Final Project Presentations 
Final Exam Preparation 
Final Exam 12:30-2:30 m 
"Hybridity" "National 
Liberation Movements" 
"Postcolonial Body" 
"Alterity" 
"Chromatism ""Race," 
"Place," "Palimpsest." 
